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Small Schools Curriculum Narrative
1. Curriculum Intent 
Our wider curriculum is underpinned by three key drivers: aspiration, curiosity and diversity, which shape both what we teach and how we teach it.
· Aspiration is developed through purposeful links to careers and the inclusion of inspirational figures within each subject. We want pupils to understand how their learning connects to the wider world and to see themselves reflected in a range of future possibilities.
· Curiosity sits at the heart of our approach. Our curriculum is enquiry-led: each unit is driven by an overarching question, with carefully sequenced lessons built around smaller sub-questions. This enables pupils to construct knowledge and develop subject-specific skills over time, culminating in a secure and meaningful understanding.
· Diversity is embedded through the topics we choose, the perspectives we explore, and the figures we study. We ensure pupils experience a broad and inclusive curriculum that reflects a wide range of cultures, viewpoints and contributions.
Our curriculum is also shaped by the unique context of our school and locality. We deliberately incorporate local themes, such as coastal erosion and questions like “Why do people visit St Ives?”, to ensure pupils develop a strong sense of place alongside transferable geographical and historical understanding.
As a small, mixed-age school, our structure is carefully designed to ensure both breadth and progression. We operate:
· a 2-year rolling programme in KS1, focused on building strong foundations through thematic approaches (for example, developing a sense of place in geography), and
· a 4-year rolling programme in KS2, where learning is organised into more distinct subject-specific units and concepts.
Across both key stages, knowledge and skills are meticulously mapped. This ensures that:
· key skills are revisited, practised and applied over time,
· connections are built within and across subjects,
· and content is not unnecessarily repeated, avoiding gaps or duplication.
Despite our small size, we are ambitious for all pupils. Our curriculum is aligned with the National Curriculum and goes beyond it through high-quality enrichment opportunities, including trips, visits and events. These are carefully planned to enhance cultural capital, deepen understanding and ensure that pupils experience a broad, rich and engaging education.

2. Curriculum Design & Structure
Our curriculum is carefully structured to work effectively within our mixed-age classes while ensuring clear progression and full National Curriculum coverage.
Each unit of learning is complete and meaningful in its own right, but there is a clear, deliberate thread that runs across all units. This ensures that learning connects and builds over time, rather than feeling like isolated topics.
To support this:
· Linked learning is explicitly mapped on our medium-term plans, so teachers can make connections clear for pupils, regardless of where they are in the rolling programme.
· This ensures that even if pupils enter at different points in the cycle, they can still access and build on prior learning.
As a small, mixed-age school, we use:
· a 2-year rolling programme in KS1, and
· a 4-year rolling programme in KS2
Within this structure:
· Units are carefully mapped to ensure full National Curriculum coverage
· Key knowledge and subject-specific skills are clearly identified for each unit and each lesson
· End-of-key-stage outcomes are defined, allowing pupils in mixed-age classes to work together on the same unit while still progressing appropriately
Progression is achieved through:
· deliberate sequencing of knowledge across the cycle, so concepts deepen over time rather than repeat
· skills being revisited, practised and applied in different contexts, ensuring increasing sophistication
· a clear distinction between content (which is not repeated) and skills (which are intentionally built upon)
To support consistency and focus, we identify “fundamental knowledge” within each unit - the core, non-negotiable content that all pupils must secure. This helps teachers prioritise what matters most, particularly in mixed-age classes, without narrowing the breadth of the curriculum.
As a result, pupils experience:
· a coherent and connected curriculum
· clear progression from KS1 to KS2
· and secure knowledge that builds cumulatively over
3. Implementation
In our mixed-age classes, we structure teaching so all pupils access the same core learning, with adaptation through depth, support and application rather than separate content.
In KS1, the curriculum is taught collectively with content designed to meet KS1 expectations, ensuring all pupils build secure foundations.
In KS2, some subjects follow a 4-year rolling programme. Lessons often begin with a whole-class input, with progression built through our medium-term planning, where key skills are identified separately for LKS2 and UKS2. Typically, LKS2 pupils are developing skills, while UKS2 are applying them more independently and in greater depth.
Some subjects are deliberately split into phases (LKS2, UKS2) due to the specific skills progression and due to the emotional readiness of the children to encounter such concepts (e.g. evolution in Science). Where this is the case, the same lesson structure is used. However, timetables are used consciously to either allow for split teaching at different times or the use of HLTAs to support split delivery. If this is the case, the teacher maintains oversight of these sessions, taking it in turns to deliver inputs and then support independent tasks.
A typical lesson includes retrieval practice and explicit links to previous learning, helping pupils connect knowledge across units. There is a clear focus on teaching key knowledge, and tasks are deliberately designed to allow pupils to demonstrate and reflect this learning, rather than just complete activities.
Vocabulary is carefully mapped across units and lessons, with all pupils expected to learn and use key terms, and older pupils applying this more precisely and confidently.
This approach ensures that, even within a single lesson, all pupils progress through the same learning but at an appropriate level of depth and complexity.

4. Assessment
We know pupils are learning the intended curriculum through a combination of lesson visits, work scrutiny and pupil conferencing, which allow us to see that the curriculum is being delivered as planned and that pupils can confidently talk about their learning.
Assessment in foundation subjects is purposeful and manageable. Each unit includes a final outcome or composite task, where pupils apply knowledge and skills from across the unit, this gives teachers a clear view of what has been secured.
Alongside this, formative assessment is used continuously, particularly through retrieval practice at the start of lessons, which helps teachers dynamically assess what pupils know and remember and address gaps quickly.
This approach avoids unnecessary workload but ensures teachers have a clear, accurate understanding of pupils’ learning over time.

Developing Experts – Science

We’ve chosen Developing Experts because it provides a high-quality, well-sequenced science curriculum that supports both pupil outcomes and teacher subject knowledge, which is particularly important in a small school where non-specialists or HLTAs may deliver some content.
It aligns closely with our curriculum drivers. It promotes aspiration through the inclusion of relevant scientific careers, and curiosity through its enquiry-led approach and engaging, thought-provoking resources.
From a structural perspective, science doesn’t lend itself well to a long rolling programme, so we needed a coherent, progressive model. Developing Experts allows us to teach science in phases (KS1, LKS2 and UKS2) ensuring that knowledge and skills are mapped hierarchically and build cumulatively over time, rather than repeating content.
This ensures that pupils develop a secure and deep understanding of scientific concepts as they move through the school.
We are also careful to maintain fidelity to the programme, so that the sequencing, key knowledge and disciplinary thinking are delivered as intended, while still making appropriate adaptations for our mixed-age context.
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